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Journey of Conscience: Jake Malloy - A Christian's Struggle with War

Talk by War Resister to kick off discussion series

OKLAHOMA CITY - The Oklahoma Center for Conscience will host an informal talk and discussion with conscientious objector Jake Malloy on Tuesday, August 12. The event will take place at Joy Mennonite Church, 504 NE 16th St. in Oklahoma City, and begin with a potluck dinner at 6pm. The event is free and open to the public.

“I began with the question every soldier should ask, "Can I personally take another human life?" When I was honest with the words of Jesus, I had to conclude that whatever the consequences, there is no avenue by which one can kill another and love that other all the while.”

After enlisting in the Army and reaching the rank of Sergeant, Malloy's deepening religious beliefs about war led him to seek an exemption from combat duty. Although he was willing to serve in Iraq in a non-combat role, the Army denied Malloy's C.O. claim, demoted him and gave him an other-than-honorable discharge in May 2006.

Malloy's case was one of the first in which OCC assisted an active-duty servicemember with a C.O. claim. 

Later this month, Jake Malloy will be moving with his wife, Tiffany, and their son, to Nairobi, Kenya, for two years while Jake obtains an M.A. in Translation Studies. 

The Oklahoma Center for Conscience (formerly Oklahoma Committee for Conscientious Objectors) seeks to engage a broader discussion in our communities about war and conscience. Our projects provide individuals with information and resources for personal decision-making about affirming careers, relationships and civic participation.

The "Journey of Conscience" series will include occasional programs about individuals whose personal stories of decision-making can compel thoughtful discussion and further understanding of difficult moral issues.

For more information, please call 405-771-4743 or email info@centerforconscience.org
###

External Resources on Jake Malloy

Two excellent articles about the case have been published by The Columbia Missourian, the newspaper of the Missouri School of Journalism.

The Soul of a Soldier

March 19, 2006 

by Leah Lohse

Written while Jake waited for the Army's decision on his Conscientious Objector claim, this article profiles Jake's journey in his faith, and looks at changes in the military's C.O. policies. 

http://www.columbiamissourian.com/stories/2006/03/19/the-soul-of-a-soldier/

Sincere Disapproval

July 30, 2006 

by Leah Lohse

This followup article to "Soul of a Soldier" includes links to documents and audio excerpts from Malloy's hearing, a timeline of his military service, as well as resources on conscientious objection. (The article proper starts about one-third down the page.)

http://www.columbiamissourian.com/stories/2006/07/30/sincere-disapproval/

Jake Malloy writes a blog at http://jakemalloy.com
Jake Malloy's Statement for 5-year anniversary of start of war in Iraq, March 2008:

In the busy two years since I left the military, I have often neglected the situation in Iraq. I fear many Americans do. I am thankful for those like Sadie and Moses Mast, James M. Branum, and others in Oklahoma that remind me not to ignore the suffering of others.

Though the Iraq War is not always on my mind, the change of conscience that prohibited me from combat in Iraq two years ago is. I began with the question every soldier should ask, "Can I personally take another human life?" When I was honest with the words of Jesus, I had to conclude that whatever the consequences, there is no avenue by which one can kill another and love that other all the while. Yet Jesus commands that we love our enemies. Because love is affection, affinity, a desire to unite with the object of love, this command demands we get close to our enemies.

This left me in a difficult position with those demanding justice. I too wondered what was to occur. How could I enact justice without violence? God through Paul in his letter to the Romans revealed to me that unusual nature of the Father that Jesus discussed when he commanded us to love our enemies. Paul notes that while we were sinner, even enemies of God, Christ died for us in order to reconcile us to God. And he says this is God's justice. God makes things right; He administers justice through self-sacrifice. And He tells us we are to imitate Him in this. In fact, we are called to be ministers of reconciliation, not through the taking of another's life but through the giving of our own.

This is the Gospel. This is the good news, "that we have put our hope in the living God who is the savior of all men, and especially of those who believe." Through the Spirit of Christ I have this hope, that the worst of my enemies and the worst of myself may be united with The Almighty. In the gospel of John chapter seventeen we hear Jesus' desire that the world be united to God. 

Because of this I encourage us all to work for the end of this war in Iraq, the war in Afghanistan, the conflicts in Sudan and Kenya, and all the devaluing of human life and the disunity among mankind. If unity and love, creative nonviolent justice, and hearts free of hate are our platforms, then we must love generously. Those who oppose us we "must gently instruct in hope that God will grant them repentance leading them to a knowledge of the truth." We must model a heart of love to those who will be our enemies here, that they may love their enemies abroad. We must be willing to sacrifice more for unity and nonviolence than those who sacrifice in violent campaigns. 

It is my faith in Jesus Christ and his radically self-sacrificing justice that motivates and sustains me. It is His heart for re-ordering and reconnecting an unraveling world that brings me hope. Our stand against the Iraq War is a stand for peace. May our model of peace be so convincing and productive in our daily lives, watching the news, walking down the street, entering debates, or moving to Iraq, that it would seem odd to pursue such an unproductive means as violence.

Thank you for allowing me to share with you my dream of a world without war.

